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This is an online class officially beginning on May 13 and ending on August 2, 2013, lasting 12 weeks.

Instructor:
Yiqing Yang, MBA




Email: through the Canvas system (preferred)






                                   Or yiqing.yang@soc.utah.edu (including 
Department of Sociology                                                            ‘Soc3673’ in the subject line)
University of Utah

Office: 424 BEH S






Office Hours: by appointment

COURSE STRUCTURE

This course will be delivered ENTIRELY online through the Canvas learning management system (see the ONLINE LEARNING section of this syllabus). You are expected to communicate with your instructor and other classmates about specific assignments. Most of your work, however, is done on your own through reading required text, assigned articles, and accompanying lecture materials. This course is not self-paced. You will have weekly assignments with weekly due dates. In order to successfully complete this course, you must submit your assignments on time.
COURSE DESCRIPTION 1:

Why does a disease develop in some people and not in others? What is the burden of a disease in the community? How does a disease spread quickly from a population to another and even across the world? Can public policies regarding disease prevention and health promotion make a difference in controlling or reducing the spread of disease? What kind of influence the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) and other health care reform laws would have on the health outcomes of Americans and on their quality of life? Epidemiology is the study of the distribution and determinants of health-related outcomes in populations. This course will provide students with an understanding of the basic principles of epidemiologic study design, analysis and interpretation. We will examine how epidemiologists measure morbidity, mortality, and life expectancy across a population. We will discover how to statistically identify the risk factors or causes of a disease. Also in this course, we will explore social epidemiology as a social science by reviewing the social causes and consequences of health, especially on how social factors contribute to the development and distribution of disease and health inequality.


 To create this syllabus, I drew from Dr. Ming Wen, Michael S. Hollingshaus, and Dr. Rebecca Utz of the sociology department. 
CLASS OBJECTIVES:
Upon completion of this course, the student should be able:

· To calculate, interpret, and compare various measures of morbidity, mortality, survival, and measures of disease-exposure associations; and to decide the validity and reliability of diagnostic tests;

· To explain the logic, pros and cons of various epidemiological study designs;

· To critically read, analyze and discuss epidemiological studies;

· To understand the complexity and importance of social factors and social interactions in forming social disparity in health outcomes.

PREREQUISITES: 

The course fulfills both the Quantitative Reasoning (QB) and Quantitative Intensive (QI) requirements of the University of Utah.  Knowledge of basic algebra and elementary statistics is required (e.g. passing one of these courses: SOC 3112, FCS 3210, ECON 3640, PSY 3000) before taking this course. 

READINGS
Required Text: 
Leon Gordis’s Epidemiology (4th edition).  Philadelphia, PA: W.B. Saunders. 2008.                                      

You can buy the textbook either from the university campus store or from online booksellers.

A copy of the textbook is on reserve for a 2-day loan in the Marriott library.
Additional Assigned Readings (will be made available in the Canvas by the Instructor-see Learning Modules on Canvas):

Berkman, Lisa F. and Ichiro Kawachi. 2000. “A Historical Framework for Social Epidemiology.” 

Pp. 3-12 in Social Epidemiology, edited by L. F. Berkman and I. Kawachi. New York: 
Oxford University Press.
Bongaarts, John, Thomas Buettner, Gerhard Heilig, and François Pelletier. 2008. “Has the HIV 

Epidemic Peaked?” Population and Development Review 34:199-224.

Kiene, Susan M. and William D. Barta. 2006. "A Brief Individualized Computer-Delivered Sexual 
Risk Reduction Intervention Increases HIV/AIDS Preventive Behavior." Journal of Adolescent Health 39:404-410.
Link, Bruce G. and Jo Phelan. 1995. “Social Conditions as Fundamental Causes of Disease.”Journal 

of Health and Social Behavior 35:80-94.

Mechanic, D. and D. D McAlpine. 2010. “Sociology of Health Care Reform: Building on Research and Analysis to Improve Health Care.” Journal of Health and Social Behavior 51:S147-S159.

Reilly, John J, Julie Armstrong, Ahmad R Dorosty, Pauline M Emmett, A Ness, I Rogers, Colin 
Steer, and Andrea Sherriff. 2005. "Early Life Risk Factors for Obesity in Childhood: Cohort Study." BMJ 330:1357.

Smeeth, Liam, Claire Cook, Eric Fombonne, Lisa Heavey, Laura C. Rodrigues, Peter G. Smith, and 

Andrew J. Hall. 2004. "MMR Vaccination and Pervasive Developmental Disorders: A Case-control Study." The Lancet 364:963-969.
Syme S. Leonard and Irene H. Yen. 2000. “Social Epidemiology and Medical Sociology: Different  

Approaches to the Same Problem. Pp. 365-376 in Handbook of Medical Sociology, edited by 

C. E. Bird, P. Conrad, and A. M. Fremont. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Weitz R. 2000. "The U.S. Health Care System and the Need for Reform." In The Sociology of Health, Illness, and Health Care, edited by R. Weitz. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth/Thomson Learning, c2004.
Wise, Paul H. 2003. "The Anatomy of a Disparity in Infant Mortality." Annual Review of Public 
Health 24:341-362.
Videos:
Rx for Survival: A Global Health Challenge - How Safe Are We?
Rx for Survival: A Global Health Challenge - Back to the Basics?

The Great Leveler

Unnatural Causes: Is Inequality Making Us Sick? - In Sickness and In Wealth & Place Matters.

Sick around the World: PBS Video

COURSE REQUIREMENTS & GRADING
Overview of Course Requirements

	Requirements
	Description
	Points
	Due

	1
	Online mid-term exam
	25
	By 11:59PM of June 23 (Starting from June 17)

	2
	Online final exam
	20
	By 11:59PM of August 2, (Starting from July 29)

	3
	Online quizzes (4 in total yet the lowest one would be dropped)
	15 (=5×3)
	By 11:59PM of the corresponding Sunday

	4
	Online homework assignments (4 in total)
	20 (=5×4)
	

	5
	Online discussions (10 in total)
	20 (=2×10)
	

	Total Points Possible
	100


1. Online Mid-term Exam (25%)

The mid-term exam will be given during the 6th week of the semester (June 17-23, 2013) and will include all materials covered in the class to that point, including the textbook, lecture notes, videos, and additional assigned readings. The exam may include some of the following question formats: multiple choices, true/false, fill-in-the blank and short essay questions. This is a timed, open-book, open-note exam completed online in Canvas. You may use whatever materials you wish to help you out, but you must not consult another person. You will have a week in which to take the exam, but only 150 minutes to complete it. Do not open the exam before you plan on taking it!  Once you begin the exam, the timer starts and you will be unable to stop it. Make sure you are ready to take the exam and you are in a stable computer environment before starting it. The exam is worth 25 percent of your final grade. 

2. Online Final Exam (20%)

The final exam will be given during the last week of the semester (July 29-August 2, 2013) and will cover all materials learned after the Mid-term exam in the course, including the textbook, lecture notes, videos, and additional assigned readings. The exam may include some of the following question formats: multiple choices, true/false, fill-in-the blank and short essay questions. This is a timed, open-book, open-note exam completed online in Canvas. You may use whatever materials you wish to help you out, but you must not consult another person. You will have five days in which to take the exam, but only 120 minutes to complete it. Do not open the exam before you plan on taking it!  Once you begin the exam, the timer starts and you will be unable to stop it. Make sure you are ready to take the exam and you are in a stable computer environment before starting it. The exam is worth 20 percent of your final grade.
*Make-up Exams
If you are unable or unwilling to take an exam at the specified time, you must make an arrangement with the instructor and take the exam earlier. You cannot take an exam late. Exceptions are given to emergencies only. If you miss an exam, you will receive zero. To request an exception, you must present the document showing an emergency or a legitimate reason to the instructor. 
3. Online Quizzes (15%) 

There will be four timed quizzes completed online in Canvas. The quizzes will focus upon the conceptual/factual information presented in the textbook, lecture notes, videos, and additional readings, as well as quantitative calculations discussed in the textbook. You may use whatever materials you wish to help you out, but you must not consult another person. The quizzes will be accessible from Wednesday through Sunday midnight. Do not open the quiz before you plan on taking it!  Once you begin a quiz, the timer starts and you will be unable to stop it.  Make sure you are ready to take the quiz and you are in a stable computer environment before starting it. I will drop your lowest quiz score from your final grade. Each quiz is worth 5 percent of your final grade.
4. Online Homework (20%)

There will be four homework assignments throughout the semester, which will focus more specifically upon quantitative calculations and/or short essay questions. Homework assignments are based on the assumption that students have completed the week’s assigned reading(s) and class material. These must be typed (or handwritten and scanned) and submitted online through Canvas. Homework assignments will be due by Sunday midnight. Each homework assignment is worth 5 percent of your final grade.
I will start a discussion board for each homework assignment, where you can request help on the homework and provide assistance to other students. You are not required to participate in these discussions, but you will likely find them helpful.

5. Online Discussion (20%) 
There will be ten online discussion sessions throughout the semester for additional assigned readings and/or videos. These discussions are designed to (1) introduce you to some key social epidemiological paradigms; (2) provide you with the opportunities to critically reading, analyzing and discussing social epidemiological studies; (3) deepen your textbook understanding by exposing you to the real-world data and evidences. 
For each required discussion, I will post two to three questions in a discussion board on Canvas. Each student is required to:

· Post a well-reasoned answer to at least one of my questions;

· Respond to at least TWO other student answers or responses.

There is often no a correct or wrong answer to these discussion questions. They are designed to provoke discussion. Answer should be more than a simple “yes” or “no” or “I agree”. Each answer and response should be at least four sentences in length. You are expected to explain why you agree or disagree with the author’s claims. Always explain why you think the way you do. Disagreement and critical thinking are part of healthy debate; however, rude and demeaning comments are not acceptable (see the Student & Faculty Responsibilities section of this syllabus).

Discussions are due by Sunday midnight of the corresponding week. Each discussion is worth 2 percent of your final grade. 

*Late Policy 

The deadline is enforced electronically by Canvas based on its server's clock of Utah Time. Each activity/assignment is due at 11:59PM on the corresponding deadline. Be sure to pay close attention to deadlines. It is your responsibility to submit on time. 
No late submission will be accepted. There is no exception. A late/missed activity/assignment will receive zero automatically. 
Please remember that being late by one second is late. Do not ask the instructor to accept your submission because it is "only one second late." Do not send your assignment by email because it is late. Please also note that no make-up quizzes/homework/discussions will be given, even for emergency situations.
NOTE: Computer related problems (i.e. electronic or equipment failure) are never a valid excuse for not completing or submitting an assignment on time. It is your responsibility to maintain your computer and related equipment in order to participate in the online portion of the course. Therefore it is advisable to complete the assignments early enough to take into account any problems that may occur. 
*Viewing Grades in Canvas
Points you receive for graded activities will be posted to the Canvas Gradebook. Click on the “Grades” link on the left of the course homepage navigation to view your points. Your instructor will update the online grades each time a grading session has been complete—typically 7 days following the completion of an activity. 
*Grading Scale

Final grades assigned for this course will be based on the percentage of total points (rounded) earned and are assigned as follows:
	A   100%-94%
	B +     89%-87%
	  C +   79%-77%
	 D +    69%-67%
	E      59%-0%

	
	 B        86%-83%
	  C      76%-73%
	D       66%-63%
	

	A -  90%-93%
	 B -      80%-82%
	  C -    70%-72%
	D -     60%-62%
	


ONLINE LEARNING

If this is your first online class, this section is very important reading! Even if you have taken an online class before, please review this information.
Often students new to online learning perceive and expect online courses to be easy and involve little to no work on their part. This is a misperception, and in fact, online courses may be more demanding than a face-to-face course depending on the learning style of the student. Online courses are not recommended for all students.
*Canvas Learning Management System
You must use Canvas to participate in this course. You will use your uID account to login to the course from the Canvas login page (www.cis.utah.edu).
In Canvas, you will access online lessons, course materials, and resources. At designated times throughout the semester you will use Canvas to participate in a blend of evaluation activities, consisting of discussion forums, quizzes, homework assignments, and exams. You will use Canvas’ built-in communication techniques such as emails, discussion boards to communicate with the instructor and your classmates.
*Course Materials
Class material and lectures will be presented in a variety of formats, including PowerPoint presentations, Word documents, and PDF documents. Viewing the class material and lectures are important to doing well in the course, and best viewed after completing the weekly reading. They provide the information that would normally be presented in-class if this course met face-to-face, so notes should be taken just as you would for an in-class lecture. 
*Weekly Time Commitment
Expect to spend an average of nine hours per week on this condensed three-unit online course.

Even though this course does not have a weekly face-to-face meeting, the time commitment per week is the same as a three-unit lecture class. Look carefully at your work schedule, school schedule, and family obligations and allow plenty of time for each.
Please check the course website and your email via Canvas system on a regular basis. It is highly encouraged that you follow the course schedule closely and not get lagged behind.
*If You Have Questions

When taking an online course you must take the initiative to ask your instructor questions if you do not understand the material, either through Course Discussion Forum or Canvas email. Your response from the instructor may not be instantaneous. You must take the response time into consideration when completing your work and must not wait until the last day, or you may not have time to receive a response before your assignment is due.

Please do not email your instructor questions about the course material; use the Course Discussion Forum so that your classmates may also benefit from the answer. In addition, your instructor will also post information and updates to this forum. It is your responsibility to read all the posts in the Course Discussion Forum in a timely manner.
If you find that you have any trouble keeping up with assignments or other aspects of the course, make sure you let your instructor know as early as possible. Make sure that you are proactive in informing your instructor when difficulties arise during the semester so that the instructor can help you find a solution.
*Participation

Students are expected to participate in all online activities as listed on the course calendar, which may include, but is not limited to, viewing the PowerPoint presentations, and participating in online discussion forums and other online activities as assigned. Discussion Forums and Activities not submitted on time will receive zero.

* Netiquette Rules
Online etiquette is important to keep in mind when communicating with others on the Internet. Discussion threads, e-mails, and chat rooms are all considered to be equivalent to classrooms, and student behavior within those environments shall conform to the Student Code. Specifically: 
· Adhere to the same standards of behavior online that you follow in real life. 
· Posting photos or comments that would be considered off-topic in a classroom is still off-topic in an online setting. 
· Off-color language and photos are never appropriate. 
· Using angry or abusive language online will not be tolerated, and will be dealt with according to the Student Code.
· Do not use ALL CAPS, except for titles, since it is the equivalent of shouting online, as is overuse of certain punctuation marks such as exclamation points e.g. !!!! and question marks e.g. ?????.
· Course e-mails, discussion postings and other online course communications are part of the classroom and as such, are University property and therefore will be subject to GRAMA regulations and the Student Code. Privacy regarding these communications between correspondents must not be assumed and should be mutually agreed upon in advance, in writing. 
STUDENT & FACULTY RESPONSIBILITIES

It is the responsibility of both students and the instructor to maintain an environment that is safe, respectful, and conducive to learning and critically thinking. Individuals in the course will have different backgrounds and viewpoints. Open and critical dialogue is essential to achieve the objectives of the course; but comments or actions that are hurtful, unkind, uncivil, or intimidating will hamper the learning process, and are not acceptable.
All students are expected to maintain professional behavior in the classroom setting, according to the Student Code, spelled out in the Student Handbook. Students have specific rights in the classroom as detailed in Article III of the Code. The Code also specifies proscribed conduct (Article XI) that involves cheating on tests, plagiarism, and/or collusion, as well as fraud, theft, etc. Students should read the Code carefully and know they are responsible for the content. According to Faculty Rules and Regulations, it is the faculty responsibility to enforce responsible classroom behaviors, beginning with verbal warnings and progressing to dismissal from class and a failing grade. Students have the right to appeal such action to the Student Behavior Committee.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

When you have used ideas of others, you must properly indicate that you have done so. Plagiarism, cheating, misrepresenting one’s work, inappropriately collaborating, and fabrication or falsifications of information are serious offenses.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The perpetrating student will be punished by failure the individual assessment, failure in the course, and/or expulsion from the university. I will also report any incidences of academic misconduct to the chair of the sociology department. All students should be familiar with the formal definitions of academic misconduct, as outlined in the University of Utah Student Code at http://www.admin.utah.edu/ppmanual/8/8-10.html.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services and activities for people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in the class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for Disability Services, 162 Union Building, 581-5020 (V/TDD). CDS will work with you and the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations. Please discuss any concerns with the instructor as soon as possible.
COURSE SCHEDULE 
	Module
	Week
	Text Material
	External Reading
	Video
	Due

	Module 1
	1
	May 13
	Ch1, 2
	Berkman 
	
	Discussion 1

	
	2
	May 20
	Ch3, 4
	Bongaarts
	How Safe Are We?
	Discussion 2

Quiz 1

	
	3
	May 27
	Ch6
	Syme

	Back to Basics?
	Discussion 3
Homework 1

	Module 2
	4
	June 3
	Ch7, 8
	Kiene
	
	Discussion 4
Quiz 2

	
	5
	June 10
	Ch20
	Wise
	
	Discussion 5

	Midterm
	6
	June 17
	Midterm
	Midterm
	Midterm
	Midterm

	Module 3
	7
	June 24
	Ch9, 10, 13
	
	The Great Leveler
	Discussion 6

Quiz 3

Homework 2

	
	8
	July 1
	Ch11, 12
	Reilly
	
	Discussion 7

	
	9
	July 8
	Ch14, 15
	Smeeth
	
	Discussion 8
Homework 3

	Module 4
	10
	July 15
	Ch5
	Link
	Unnatural Causes
	Discussion 9
Quiz 4

	
	11
	July 22
	Ch17/19
	Weitz and Mechanic
	Sick around the World
	Discussion 10 Homework 4

	Final
	12
	July 29
	Final
	Final
	Final
	Final


Important Note: This syllabus is subject to change. It is the student’s responsibility to check Canvas for corrections or updates to the syllabus. Any changes will be clearly noted in course announcement or through Canvas email.
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